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St Lux k, Chap. XII. ver. 40. 


Be ye therefore ready alſo : for the 
Son of man cometh at an hour when 
ye think not. 
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My very kind Pariſhioners, 
the Inhabitants of the Pa- 
riſh of Hackney in the 
County of Mzddleſex. 


Y Age and Sickneſs being 
now diſabled to ſpeak, as 


formerly, from my Pulpit, I 


beg your Acceptance of the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, with as much 
good will, as it i meant, 
from the Preſs, and as the 
dying Words of Him, who ſin- 
cerely wiſheth, and in ſome 


Meaſure hath endeavoured your 


everlaſting Welfare. 
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LuxE XII. 40. 


Be ye therefore ready a lb : far 4 
Son of man cometh at an hour 
when ye think not. 


&HESE Words explain the 
= | Meaning and Application 
Me of o caly Parables. The 
e one concerning the Lord's 


uncertain return from a Wedding ; 1 4 


the other the Thieves une expected 


breaking operi the Zope Than Li- 


ther of which, he Coming of the Son 


of Man, being no leſs uncertain and 
ſudden, a like {atchfiuneſs is here 


required, to be ready allo. > 21 
To illuftrate and recommend this, 


will be the argument of this Diſ- 


courle, vis. to explain the Coming 


7 the den of Mon The . 


f 2 Readineſ for ſudden Death, 

] neſs and Uncertainty of the Hour of 
| it: And the Readineſs 8 and 
i proper for it.. 3 


I. The Sen of Man, is a Phraſe 
by which our Lord frequently ſpake 
of himſelf in the Evangeliſts, proper 
and- intelligible among the Hebrews ; 
and therefore often met with in the 
Old Teftament, to denote the Excel- 
lence and Dignity of a Perſon ; ſee- 
ing the Chief is wont to be called by 
the ame of its kind. Thus Mar 
being the prime Creature on Earth, 
1s, in our Saviour's Commiſſion to 

Mar.xvi.preach the Goſpel, called Creature, 
i „ - 6d Magiſtrates, and Men of Re- 
nown and Power, are called the 
Sons of Men, becauſe the prime a- 


mong Men. Such our Saviour was; 


_ — ” as — aſt. _ > ah av * — — 2 * * 
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of our Race, having recovered and 
reſtored what the frft had loſt; in 
whom our Nature is exalted- to the 
higheſt pitch of Honour and Felicity 
by his becoming _ Son of _ ; 
i 1 e 
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| being the . /econd Adam, and Head | 


. flated and recommended.” 
the Meſſiab; the Lord's Anointed'; 
the Mighty Prince and Governor 5 
the true Seed of the Woman, pro- 
miſed to bruiſe the Serpent's Head * 
To whom \ Dominion and Glory and 


(as he himſelf tells us) Authority to, 
execute Fudgment alſo, becauſe ho 1727. 
the Son of Man: Whom we believe 
to be a/cended into Heaven, and ſate 
down at the right Hand of God the 
Father Almighty ; from whence we 
expect him to come to Judge both the 
7 quick and the dead: By whole Com- 
ing is therefore meant his Execution 
of Divine Juſtice by way of Retri- 
bution, whether Temporal or Eter- 
nal, General or Particular, to Per- 
a- Gs or Nations, and the Whole 
| World: By which therefore, our 
Lord preſignified the Deftruion' of 
Jane and forewarned of the 

Baſt gee Judgment, not without 
every particular Man's 

D cath in onder to, it, Whoſe. Cau- 
1101 B 2 tions 


a Kingdom was given by the antient Dun. vi. 
% Days, in Daniels Viſion: and, 3, 14. 


A Readineſs for ſudden Death, 
tions and Reaſons (wherein every 
Man is equally concerned) are in- 
differently applied to a//; and what 
he /aid unto ſome, he himſelf de- 
clared to have been ſaid unto all. 

The Day 48 Death being to every þ 
fingle Perſon, in particular, what 
the laſt Judgment will be to the 
whole World in general; and what 
ſhall be done in the Day of Judg- 
ment to all, is dorie at Death to each | 
fin ngle Perſon: Except that this at 
Bea will be of Concernment only 
to the Soul; that, at the Reſurrecti- 
un, to both Soul ane Body: This to 
the Perſon fingly ; Hog, 4 in Commu- ; 
Pity: But yet according to the Door 
of dae, will be the Sentence of the 
other. For which reaſon our Savi- 

our ſpake to 40, Things which in 
their literal Senſe belonged to ſuch 
only as ſhall be found living at his 
ſecond A Becauſe they 
do, in this reſpect ſpect, comcern all: 
Whom the Vat Day wi World 
ſhall find in the very 


tion, 


| frated and recommended. 


tion, as the /aff Day of their Life 
left them. For ſuch as any one 
dies, ſuch will he appear to be jwuuls- 


ed. Inſomuch that to be ready for 


agmem, he muſt pre pare for 
Dearth. Whetefore this, for its Re- 
tation, is intended, tho' only that, 
for its Solenmity, is mentioned. 80 
that the nk of the Son of Man 
here, to us, ſigiiifies, our 
rure hence, by Death, to him, . 
by his Meſſenger ſent for us, at his 
Pleaſure. Therefore, before his Paſ- 
fon, he thus ſaid to his Diſciples, 
{ will come aguin, 


the Ter) is that Servant, whom his 
Lord, when he cometh [to call him 
away by Death} Jhall find him fo do- 
ing [his Duty]. The only Seaſon 
for which being this Life, reſtrains 
we ny to the Naur of Death. ' 


u — bee 
ee Sr now Ghai, a8 
WT imply 


and receive you 10 oh. xiv. 


my ſelf, and bleſſed ( ſaid he, after v. 43. 
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A Readineſs for ſudden Death, 


implying both the Certainty and the 
Surprise of it. For, A, 
Certain it is, That (ordinarily _ 
to moſt Perſons) Death comes (come 
when it will) ar an Hour, - when 
they think not. Who tho' they know 
thetaſclves mortal, and — their 
Diſſolution, yet the Hour appointed 
is a ſecret Gop hath reſerved to 
0 from the Thoughts of every 
Which, if it hath (and ſome- 
ek it hath) been foretold, yet on- 
ly a caſual Gueſs, or an unaccount- 
able: Tmpulſe hit upon a Diſcovery; 
to which no Credit could be given, 


till verified by the Event. And this 


Gop- hath, in great Wiſdom and 
Kindneſs, dadcadied, ſince the Know- 
kdge of it would, generally, ſerve to 

e End; but might much pre- 


judice the 2 and increaſe 


the Micledngſo of Mankind. For, 


K nowing our Death 10 be near at 


band, how likely would this be to 
overcaſt the, Pleaſures and diſteliſh 
the Enjoyments of Life ? Diſcourage 
: Induſtry? 


Nated and recommended.” 
Induſtry? And hinder the Improve- 
ments of Arts,” Sciences, Tafel, 
and Converſation? Whereby the 
World would be half 22 and 
Men being aſſured that they muſt 
ſhortly die, would have little Heart 
to learn how 70 live] whoſe Religion 
would become a Matter of Weeeſfity, 
'notrof Choice; without the Tryal of 
Virtue, or the "Efficacy of Faith J 

On the other hand; were we aſ- 
ſured that our Death is yet afar off, 
and we in no'danger, till gradually 
worn down by lingering old age, 
and were weary of living, in Weak- 


[neſs and Pam, without P leaſure ; Eccl. xii. 


how would this encourage, in the“ 
mean time, our Preſumption in Sin, 
and our Delay to repent, till Hard- 
ned beyond a Capacity to repent / 
How would it increaſe our Paſſion 


and Fondneſs for this World! Weak- 


en our Care and Hopes of the next 
World! And fruſtrate the Method 
and Deſigns of Grace and Provi- 
l _ by - publick Calamities, - and 


perſonal 
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A Readineſs for ſudden Death, 
perſonal Aſlictiont, and inward Gor- 
vickiont, for the alarming of a wick- 
ed, and reclaiming of an obſtinate 
People] Therefore, of that Day, and 
that Hour, wherein he ſhall die, 
tnoweth no Man. To which he is 
always liable every Day, at any Hour, 
and by almoſt any means! Death 
every where lieth in Ambuſh for us! 
And Life is tied but by a very ſlen- 
der Thread to us! Preſently ſnapped 
by ſome unforeſeen Accident Or 
ſoon fretted aſunder by an acute 
Diſeaſe ! There is, at belt but an 
airy Difference between Life and 
Death? And which is eaſily puffed 


away by any Infirument! in all 


Chances | By God's Mercy or Gop's 


Anger] By a full Meal, or an empty 
Stomach? By watching at Wine, or 


by wat ching at Prayer? By violent 
Motion, or by fitting fill ! 57 every 

Thing in Providence, and every 
Thing in Manners { By every Thing 


in Mature, and any Thing in Chaxce/ 


At all Apes and at any Time / From 
4 which 


J %. ws 224 2 
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ated and recommended. 
which no Place is ſecure! No Cunſti- 
tution exempt! No Employment free! 
No Reſpite ſure | What all Mer, e- 


very Day expect; and none can the 
Hour appoint 1 Thou Fool] this 


Night, ſhall thy Soul be require 7 


hee [As 5 rſottably, as the Lo 
Return, at the ſecond Watch, __ 
the Wedding | As wnexpetedly, 
the Thief” 5 breaking open the Houſe] 
So certain is the Surprize of Death, 
even of the Son of Man's Coming, at 
an Hour when ye think not. | 
De Mature of which (the Thing 
next to be conſidered) proceeds not 
(as moſt other 2 do) from 
want of Warning, but from want 
of Thought, to take Warning. | 
Wot el want of Warning, be- 
cauſe whenever Death happens, and 
the Sor of Mam ſhall came it cannot 
be Judden ; whereof fo much and 
timely notice hath already been gi- 
ven before-hand; by lively Em- 


lems ; by frequent Examples ; and 
_ Day' 8 N een ; infomuch, 


that 


" = 2 — - - _ 
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10 AA Readineſs for ſudden Death, 


that one muſt even go out of the 
World not to cher,; and do Vio- 
lence to Reaſon and Senſe not to be 
warned ! And, therefore, 

It is only the want of Thow gbe, the 
Surprise of Death — from. 
Which, hence, can hardly come at 
any Hour, but in ſuch as Men think 
not: Whom Guilt, or Bufineſs, or 
Preſumption, or Stupe faction, having 
rendred thoughtleſs, neceſſitate a Sur- 
prize at all Times. 

For Men, conſcious of Guilt, will think 
of any Thing, or endeavour to /ive 
zthoughtleſs, rather than miſe on their 
Hour of dying. To whom the Ap- 
prebenfion is as terrible as the Danger 
of it. And, like one on a Precipice 
(for ſuch is their Circumſtance) they 
hazard their falling, by their fear 
zo fall. And, therefore they in their 
own Defence, for their preſent quiet, 
put off the evil Day far from them; 
and incircle themſelves in a Round 
of ſenſual Employments, and diver fi- 


fed Vice, which caſts them into a 
I | N 
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deep Sleep, till unthought of Death 
diflolve the Enchantment. Hence 
our Lord's Caution is, Take heed to 


| your ſelves, left at any Time your 


Hearts be K. K ed "with Sur feit- 
ing and —— [under which 
two carnal Enormities are compre- 
hended all the Luſts of the Fleſh] 
and ſo that Day come upon you un- 
awares, A Man at Enmiy with God, 


and diſſatisfied in himſelf, will never 


endure to 2hink on the Hour of his 
dying, when the Son of Man cometh. 
In like manner, Men involved in 


worldly Bufineſs [in purſuit of Wealth, 


Honours, or ſenſual Pleaſures | pro- 

viding chiefly for their preſent E 
here, their Mind will be prepofſeſſed, 
and diſtracted, by quite different and 
diſtant Concerns to dying who, 


building to themſelves Tabernacles 
will think it good zo be only here: 
And, like an heap of Ants, tolling 


to ſtore up Proviſions, never regard 


the Foot that is ready tocruſh them. 7 
Therefore, (ſaid our Lord) AA rhe vv 37s 
C 2 Days 


11 


Luke 
xxi. 34. 
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A Readineſs for ſudden Death, 


Days: of Moab were, ja ſhall alfo tbe 
Coming of the Son of Man be. Fur 


4s in the Days, that were before the 


ed : os eel? 


Flood, they were eating and drinking, 


marrying, and giving in Marriage, 
until the Day that Noah entred into 


the. Ark; r knew not until the 


' Fhod came, and tool them all away : 
$9 [even thus, at an Hour, when 
Men, being diverted, employed, in- 
toxicated, and me, in 
worldl y Concerns] ſpall the Coming 
of rhe 555 of Man be, when they think 
nor of any Thing, leſs than of dying 
and another I. orld Eſpecially, here- 
with 


Men, 2 zo live longer, 
will encourage themſelves to delay 


their Thoughts of that Hour further; 
whereby it wil ferprize them, when 
they think not, at whatever Hour it 


* Who, as long as they 


are woll, thinking themſelyes fafs 
will not expe before they are augen- 


no Danger de rot feel x Who, 


"3 uſually, 


ated and recommended. 
uſually, feel nat, till paſt help / 
Thoſe, who are young, think they 
muſt, of courſe, live cl they grow 
old : And when they are grown ola, 


* they will think their Decays neither 


: 
> 


7 tf great nor ſo ſudden, but that they 


may yet weather them out ſome 


more years to grow older The 
frrong and healthy think it Time e- 


nough to be concerned about dying 
when they become yet and weak / 


And when they are fick and weak, 


they think of nothing ſo much as of 
recovering, even till they are g 
thinking And thus Men driving 
their Deaths from Time to Time 
before them, never think of itz 
Hour till it comes when they think 


13 


not 1 Saying, (as it s in St Tame); Jam. ir 


0-day or to-morrow we will go into 


uch a City, and continue there 4 year, 


and buy, ne. fell, and get ons 5 
— they know not what ſhall be 


and le overtirnerb ther in the nights 


2 


0s the Mor row: | But (as Elibu ſpake les xxxiv. 
in fob). God knowerh their Warks, a5. 


— ——— — 
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14 A Readineſs for ſudden Death, 
7 Thel. /o that they are-deftroyed. And (as 
St Paul alſo repreſents it) Ihen they 
foal ſay peace and ſafety, then ſud- 
den deflruftion cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child, 
14 and they ſhall not eſcape. Unforeſeen' 
Caſualties, and ſudden Diſeaſes will 
never permit nor warrant any Mor- 
tal tobe. confidently ſecure | Boaſt 
Prov. nt thy Jelf (ſaid the wiſe Man) of 
Tomorrow, for thou'knoweſt not what, 
Evils- and Diſappointments, a day 
may bring forth. Innumerable In- 
e of unthought of Deaths are 
on Record. As of thoſe eighteen on 
g whom the tower of Siloam. fell. — The 
| Galileans whoſe blood Pilate minigled 
i : with their ſacrifices. — Abner and A. 
4 mnaſa ſtabbed, while faluted. — The 
Shunamite's Gon cried out of his head, 
and died at noon." Multitudes have | 
; died without Time to complain, or 
cry out at all ! who, in the midſt of 
Mirth have d the Stroke of 
Death / Out of a natural Sleep, have 
5 in Eternity By the fit 2 an 


Apoplexy; ; 


4 2 
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Apoplexy ; the breaking of an In- 
poſtbume, a fainting of the Spirits, 
the /bot of a Gun, the kick or fall 
from an Horſe, a flaſh of Lightning, 
or by an inviſible Hand, neither 
foreſeen nor avoidable, have gone, 
in a Moment! In the midſt of "heir 
Days / Short of their Hopes De- 
SH by. their own Confidence And 
in ſpite of all Precautions and Pre- 
ſumption | 1 
However, it ſeems more than pro- 
bable, that (ia fine) Men, long ac- 

3 cuſlomed to live thoughtleſs of dying, 
will think on, ſtill, only of /ving, 
till they become, at length ſo habitu- 
ally hardned, or judicially ſtupiſied as 
not to zhink of that Hour, tho never 
ſo long in Coming ? Never fo viſibly 
at hand ! And never fo convincing- 

\ ly forewarned of | It being but juſt 
and equal with Gop to puniſh an 
affected Security with an inflited 
Stupidity ! And to with-hold the 
Influence of his Grace at Death, 
from thoſe who have refed and re- 
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1 1 Readineſs for ſudden Death, 


jefted it all their Life ! This, ſure- 
ly, is the fad Caſe of thoſe Wretches, 
who are the cauſe of their own 
Deaths. Whether by the hand of 
uftice, or by be, own. Who | 
owing the very appointed Hour, | 
if not the Moment wherein the 
ſhall be executed and die ; and wil 
not or cannot eſcape to fürdie it: 
Yet gupid or deſperate (being given 
up to 4 Spirit of Slumber, and a re- 
probate Senſe; Having their conſci- 
ences ſeared, as it were, with an hot | 
iron, (as the Scriptures expreſs it) 
they will venture the Event and die; 
neither knowing wha? they do, nor 
what will become of them, at an 
Hour when they think not 
And, indeed, to die, being what 


none 10 ever did; it is impoſhble 
for any to think now, what rhat 
Hour of it will be, when it is come 
to us! For, 'ah ! the ſudden 
and amazing Alteration that, be- 
tween the Aide Perſon lroing -and 


dead, 1s here 23 us! But, __ 
© 


- ated and recommended. 


the much more ſudden and amazing 
Alteration, beyond and beſide what 
was ever ſo much as once thought 
on before, and of which we can 
know nothing, that will be felt 
and experienced by the dead here- 
after | Inſomuch that (J verily be- 


lieve) of all the Events our Thoughts 


have taken Cognizance of, the Hour 
of Death will moſt ſurprixe, and 
prove, when it comes, the leaſt of 
what we have thought it J 

I proceed, therefore, to conſider, 


in the laſt place, what is 


HI. The Readineſs required, and 
proper for it. Which is the Duty 
here inforced, by the Motive, in the 
Text, even the unexpected Coming 
of the Son of Man, at Death. The 
Relation between which, muſt im- 
ply it to conſiſt in a ſuitable Diſpoſi- 


tion, and will oblige to a ſpiritual 


Abſtraftedneſs from Fleſh and Senſu- 
elity: To an Heavenly-mindedneſs 
and Converſation : To the Exerciſes 


} 
3 


1 of 
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# #9 A Readings for ſudden Death, 


fo of Repentance and Devotion And 
b to Watchfulneſs hereunto with Perſe- 
5 verance : Without which none can 

be ready, or in a meet Diſpoſition 
1 for the Coming of the Son of Man, at 
f Death. For, Wa) 


; | - I. To be ready and fit for the Hour 
4 of this ; [when we ſhall put off theſe 
our Tabernacles of Clay, and leave 


1 and live without theſe mortal Bodies 
4 of Fleſh and Senſuulity;] it will be 
1 ent to begin betimes to ſhake 
off Matter, and to ſpiritualize our 

q Paſſions and Appetites, by inuring 
1 ourſelves to the Exerciſes of Mortifi- 
| cation and Self-denials, Purity of 
Heart, heavenly Contemplations, 
Sobriety, Temperance, and Abſte- 
miouſneſs; and by which Means, 
( ſeeing our Sins and Luſts dead be- 
fore us, and having our Minds ab- 
ſtracted and cleanſed from the Spots 
and Attractions of the Fleſh and Sen- 
ſuality) we ſhall neither fear, nor be 
uneaſy to die, and quit the Poſſeſſion 

of ſeen Things 5 nor be averſe 4 
. | t 
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unfit for the Enjoyment of Things 
not ſeen, Who ſhall, even, defire to 
depart hence; and may chearfully 


refign all, to be with Chrif and to! --"y i 


be Ae with a more refined and 
glorious Immortality, in our Suu 


ing of God, an houſe not made with 2 Cor. 
hands eternal in the heavens ; which © © 


is far better. Thus abftirafted, we 
muſt further endeavour, 

2. To become heavenly both in Mind 
and Converſation. Which is, in ſome 
Senſe and Meaſure, to leave this 
Earth, before we are removed out 
of it. Which, tho we may not, 
before our Time, wholly quit ; yet 
we ought prudently to contract and 
command our Concern and Cares 
for it; ſo as to redeem Leiſure, and 
to improve Opportunities for cult- 
vating and — the Mind: To 
trim our And dreſs our 


to go forth to meet the Bridegroom / 
To get the Taſte and Reliſh of rer- 


rene Things out of our Mouths ! - Lo 
c F D 2 waſh 


Souls ; bileito # Brida, endlinig ready 


20. 


A Readineſs for ſudden Death, 
waſh out the Stains and Pollutions, 
wherewith we have been beſpattered 


in our Travel through the 


Paths of a buſy Life! To /t our 


FHlouſe and worldly Concerns timely, 
in order : To do good, as we have 
Opportunity: And cheartully to 
part with ſome. Portion of what we 
have, whule it is in our own Power 
to keep it; that our Charity may be 
a living Sacrifice, acceptable to Gop; 
and not a dead-offering not worthy 


of Thanks from Men: And; then, 


to direct by our /a/# Mill and Tefta- 
ment, the diſpoſal of the reſt, as the 
Honour of God, and the Neceſſities 
of our own «Family ſhall require; 


hereby we may continue doing 


good, even after we ſhall be dead; 
and leave nothing more to do, that 
{ſhall diſturb us, when we ſhall come 
to die; being reſignedly eaſy, and 
ſatisfactorily ready to die, at what 
Hour ſocver the Som of Man ſhall 
come, and put an end to our RS 
are! _ mow 


But, 


% ͤ 87. th wn he bo MD. 
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But, then, further, in order here- 
to, we {hall be obliged 
3. Jo live in the continued Exer- 
ciſes of Repentance and Devotion. 
Which is the great Work Gop hath 
given us to do, whereby to glorify 
him on Earth, and to diſpoſe and 
qualify ourſelves to be glorified with 
him in Heaven. So that, as with 
out holineſs, no one ſhall ſee the 
Lord, ſo nothing but the habitual 
Practice of it can fit and make us 
ready for his Coming ; who, there- 
fore, to die the righteous Man's de- 
firable Death, muſt endeavour to 
live his holy, penitential, Life, in 
frequent Self-examinations, hum- 
bling Confeſſions, fervent Depreca- 
tions, and inceſſant Supplications, for 
ſubduing our Sins, and recovering 
our Peace with Gop and our own 
Conſciences; ceafing to do evil, and 
learning to do well, in ſure and cer- 
tain hope of being pardoned, and 
accepted through the Merit and Sa- 
tisfaction of the Sacrifice of Chriſt's 
r Death! 
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Death! Hereby devoting ourſelves 
to the Service of Cod, and being ac- 
cuſtomed to the Employment of the 
next State, (from which the Sollici- 
tations of Fleſh, and Temptations of 
the HYorld fo greatly hinder us) we 
{hall be always ready, and accept- 
ably meer 10 partake of the Rewards 
of it. Therefore, what remains, 
will be, in a Word, 

4. To be always upon our watch, 
in view: of our Death: Not to im- 
bitter the fave? of. Life, by diſtract- 
ing Fears and ſhocking Horror; 
but-to ſecure our Peace and Safety, 
by a neceſſary Caution, and ſeaſon- 
able Prudence, in the Extremities of 
Lie Expecting the Coming of the 
Som of Man, every Day; as we are 
wont to do the breaking open our 
Houſes every Night, not to difturb, 
but to provide for our Reſt and 
Safety. Which is to live as a wie 
Man ought, and a dying Man 

would, (as before the 7ext is enjoin- 
ci nen girt aloui, and 
our 
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our Lights burning. Waiting in 

an expedite and graceful Poſture | 
Aaibrering all that can be expected 
from us! Being not florhful or ne- 
gligent, but faithful and wiſe Ser- 
wants in our Maſters Buſmeſs 
whom our Lord, when he cometh, 
finding ſo m_ will 6% and re- 
ward. 

This is the required State of Reas 
dineſs; and the only Relief, poſſible, 
againſt the Uncertain and Sudden. 
neſs of our dying, to which both 
Duty and Intereſt oblige. . For, 

Come the Son of Man will ; and 
die we all muſt, whether ready for 
it, or no, at W when we 
may leaſt be at Lene, or liſt for 
it; or may have neither Liſ nor 
y to think of it! Long it 
cannot — (after a ſhort Life, ſo far 
already. ſpent | Always waſting 
And at any Time, by any Occaft- 
on, ending) before he will come, 
and we-muſt die/ While, therefore, 
* is delayed, and we yet 

ſpared, 
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ſpared, and have an Hour to think 
on it, (ah!) let us zhink on, and 
prepare to be ready for it! For 
which (believe it) all the Time we 
ſhall have, and all the Pains we 
can take will prove little enough | 
Which cannot be laid out better | 
Wherein God is ready to aſſiſt and 
ſucceed us! For which only end, 
Life and all the Advantages of it, 
are given and continued to us 
Wherein there is nothing to be done, 
but what one Time or other, nut, 
or ought to be done! May | now be 
done, much ſurer and better, than 
at any other Time! The doing of 
which, will haſten our Hin never 
the ſhines | Will make the Comfort 
of Life much greater! Hopes in 
Death much indir | And the 
Conſequences thereof — happier 
Which to endeavour! is in our own 
Power, and proper to our | prefeht 
Weceſſity 1 And for which, When 
once the Son of Man is come, the 
Opportunity will be loſt ? The Sur- 
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prize be aggravated | And our Un- 
readineſs for - Dail be remedileſs 
for ever | 

I, therefore, any one dread (and 
who does not) the Uncertainty and 
Suddennefs of dying; why do they 
neglect or delay their Readineſs by 
living for it ? And agreeably to our 
Prayers for Deliverance from the 
one; why do they ſpare their Pains 
for accompliſhing the other? Who 
are not capable of being delivered 
from ſudden, till they are ready for 
any Death | A great Mercy, this, 
ſurely, worth praying for; but by 
no means, - poſſible, to be obtained, 
without /abouring after. 

Our Church, accordingly, from 
the more pure and ancient Offices, 
hath in her Litany, preſcribed us 
to deprecate ſudden, (by it meaning 
an untimely, violent and unprepared) 
Death. From which to be deliver- 
ed (if Gop pleaſe) is, certainly, as 
deſitable, as to be delivered from 
the other 1 (it is there 

numbred 
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numbred with, and not ſeldom oc- 
caſioned by) of Lightning and Tem- 
Peſt, of Plague, Peſtilence and Fa- 
mine, of Battle and Murder; from 
which all, without ſcruphng; will 
heartily pray, Good Lord deliver 
ws For, by a ſudden Death, world- 
ly Affairs may be left in fuch Di 
order, as to create Difficulties, Gon- 
tentions and Damages By it fur» 
viving Friends and Relations vill be 
loaded with heavier Grief for their 
Lo; and perhaps, with more un- 
comfortable Daubis of the Safety of 
the deceaſed ! By it the Help and 
Comfort of thoſe ſeaſonable Refreſh- 
ments, which the Mercy of God, 
and the pious Care of our Church 
have provided for a | dying Ghriftian, 
will be wanting. By which no 
nity will be left for Con- 
feſſron of Sins; for ghoſtly Counſel ; 
for ſuitable Prayers; for Participa- 


tion of the pen a SIE and for, 


poſſibly, ſome degree of actual A. 
ſurunce and Foretaſie of Pardon and 


-T Peace. 
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Peace; Belides, that not the beſt 
of us but may (after all our niceſt 
Preparation to be ready) improve it 
by the Advantages of a lingering 
Death, beyond, even the moſt 
faithful Endeavours of an healthy 
Life, tor both the Refgnation of 
ourſelves, and for the Edißcation of 
others about us, to the Glory of God 
and the good of Souls, For who, 
but may have obſerved, how fer- 
vently and feelingly @ dying Peni- 
tent uſually prayeth ! How humbly 
and freely he confeſfſeth! How hear- 
tily and ſeriouſly he bewaileth all 
his paſt Follies and Sins! How Mp 
tiently he bears; and refignedly ſub- 
mits to and #rſſes #he Rod , How 
readily he forgives, and begs For- 
g#veneſs of all the World | How ſo- 
lemnly he inftructr, comforts, and 
warns his Friends and Attendants 1 
Longs after the Salvation of G0 
And confides only in the A of 
Chriſt at 
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ed this, and conſults his own good; 
but would be content to ſuffer the 
Aponies, to be aſſured of the Ble/- 
fings of fuch a Death] Which can 
never coſt too much, however dear 
bought! | 

Wiſh, then, we may, and pray 
we ought (with Submiſſion to the 
Will of Gop) for the Mercy of be- 
ing thus delivered from ſudden 
Death | Which being to us un- 
known how adden this may be, it 
is as much as Heaven and gt Souls 
are worth, tobe always warchful, 
and upon our guard, to be duly 
ready and wiſely provided for the 
| Coming of the. Son , Man. * 

| Whos, therefore (for a. Concluſi- 
on} 1 defire how to perſuade you, 
and to argue hereupon with myſelf, 
vis. If any one Man dies ſuddenly, 
why may not I be anotber, and the 
next ?. I, indeed, eſcaped with my 
Life, for that Time, when he died; 

whoſe Tinmit might bave been, in 
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what can I think, that Man, who 
then died, would do now, might 
he be reftored to the Life wherein I 
am yet ſpared / Or what do I think 


* 
LY 
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I ſhould have aſked Life for, had 


my Caſe: been like his, to die as he 
then did! For my E/cape is, cer- 
tainly, to give me more Time to 
prepare better for Death, which he 
had not! And to do what he would 
have deſired longer Life for; and 
what one ſhall defire to have done, 
being ſummoned to die; that, ſure, 


one ought to do, while /pared to 


live | Becauſe to have Life ſparcd, 


out of Danger, ſhould not make 
Men lefs, but more and better diſ- 
poſed to part with it, when in Dan- 
ger; that they may expect its end- 
ing, with leſs dread, however 

ſooner | 
Ah! then that Men would all 
live, to be always in a Readineſs to 
die | That when, and howlſoever 
we ſhall die, tho' in an Hour we 
think not, the Coming of the ar” of 
G72 
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Man may find our Courſe and our 
Work finjbed together ? That. we, 

4 = alſo, may henceforth find, laid up 

For us a — of Rigbiteoiſneſt; 
which the Lord, the righteous Fudge 
ball give us at that Day: and not 
to us only, but unto chow alſo | that 
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, 6 CONTI 
nn 2 PLANS PORE EA 
HE defign of this Work is to comprehend, under one general vids the principal 
f ann — N 
matters, relating to the ſtate of RELIGION, at all times, and in all places. I 
conſider Religion, in the utmoſt, latitude of the word, as including, not only what is 
really and truly ſuch, but every thing likewiſe /a/ely fo called; in which extenfive 
ſignification, it comprehends every miſtaken notion of Religion, and con y takes 
in SUPERSTITION, in all its branches, and under all its ſhapes. f 2 
As Religion primarily reſpects the being of a Gov, and the adoration paid to. the 
Divine Nature; and as the general notion of a Deity has been great! — by 
PoLYTHE1$SM and IDoLATRY ; the firſt enquiry is naturally into the various O n- 
Jrcrs of RHI Is Worsnrr. This opefis à wide field of materials, and fur- 
niſhes us with a” multitude of Farsz Gobs and Ibor g, different countries having 
their TVUTELAR DiviniTrIEs, families their Housnotp Goss, and particular 
perſons their Guan pian DEITIEs. And, as the fictions of the Poets greatly con- 
tributed to corrupt the PAGAN TxEoLOGY, hence we are ſupplied with poetical 
relations of the genealogies, births, marriages, children, aftions, and even deaths, of 
theſe fabulvis . gods, But, it being probable, that the wiſer Heathens, whatever 
| | groſs apprehenſions the vulgar might entertain of a Divinity, did really worſhip On = 
-- SurxREME Gop under different names; and "repreſentations; here MY THroLocy 
4 ſteps in; and is employed in explaining the myfica/ ſenſe and meaning, coythed under 
| 'the fables of the Poets, and applying them to the nature and attributes of the Ox R 
x God, and the ſecrets of Dzvixx PTOVIDENcE in the government of the world. 
In the next place, as the public profeſſon of Religion cannot ſubſiſt without the 
external circumſtances of time, place, prrſons, and modes.; hence our proſpect is en- 
14 larged, and we are preſented with a view of TzxMyLEs, Chuncnts, and all thoſe 
(3. Public ftlruftures, which piety and zeal have in all ages erected to the honour and ſer- 
| vice of Religion; with the fated returns of public 2vorſhip, and the various inſtitutions 
5 of FAsTs and FESTIVA TS; with the different OxDERs of PRIXSTROOD, and 
9 REL1G10vs SoerzTIESs; and the endleſs variety of RI TES and CExEMONIES 
in the external adminiſtration of Religion. f . 
we" Again, as the complexion” of human minds differs no leſa than that of ' bu 8 
T faces, and it being impoſſible all men ſhould think alike ; this diverſity in the tea- 
bf. ſoning faculties of men has not only produced a diverſity of Religions in the world, 
4 but has ſubdivided the profeſſors of each Religion into various S Le rs and Dz nom 1- 
if NATIONS, each eſteeming the others as HExz TICAL, or maintainers of falſe 
1 opinions. How copious a branch this is of the preſent ſubject, every one, who is the 
leaſt converſant in Hiſtory, eſpecially Ecclefiaftical, will preſently ſee. a 
Laſtly, * Religion cannot well be propagated and continued by meer ORAL Tr a- 
DITION, and as every Religion has its Sac ED Booxs and WrxtT1NGs, contain- 
i ing its reſpective doctrines and pretepts ; a view, and account, of ſuch books and 
5 «writings will make na inconſidera ble part of the preſent undertaking; | 
74 I need not point out the uſefulneſt, and entertainment, of a work of this nature, 
FI which is deſigned to pręſent the Reader with a general view of RELIGION, among 
M all nations, and in all ages, of the world. Here he may trace it, from. its native 
* purity and ſimplicity in the Patriarchal times, to its preſent corruptions in the Romiſb 
1 Church : he may view it, almoſt totally obſcured by the dark Idolatries of the Heat ben 
1 world; dimly ſhining thro' the ritual veil of the Moſaical Law ; breaking forth in 
| | meridian luſtre under the Goſpel qr — and blended and confounded with the 
abſurd inventions of the ampoſtor ammed. He will likewiſe have the pleaſure of 
traverſing the globe; and taking a ſurvey of Religion, in its preſent ftate, as profeſſed 
by every nation, of which we have any knowledge. In moſt places, he will find S#- 
Perſtition uſurping its ſeat, and the eſſence of true Religion almoſt loſt in ſhow®-and 
ceremony. . 
In the carrying on of this Work, recourſe has been had only to the beſt ud moſt 
6 1 authors; and care has been taken to omit nothing material, 60 inſert no- 
_ thing ſuperfluous, and to draw up the whole with the utmoſt brevity. And to 
render the ſubject ſtill more entertaining, the articles, wherever they Will admit ef 
it, are embelliſhed and enlivened with paſſages of the claſſical and polite authors, 
antient and modern, eſpecially the Poets; with the ſentiments of -Philoſophers and 
Divines 3 and With the relations and deſcriptions of Voyagers and Travellers. 
The wholez to tender it the more uſeful, is/digeſted into an ALPHABETICAL 
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